
 

 

28 March 2016 
 
In recent months, colleges and universities across the nation have responded in protests, 
demonstrations, and online activism to events at the University of Missouri (Mizzou), Claremont 
McKenna, Ithaca College, San Jose State University, Howard University, and others. The voices of 
students of color and their allies are united in calling for an end to racial injustice within institutions 
of higher education.  
 
In response to the protests and demonstrations across the nation: the student body presidents of Jesuit 
colleges and universities in the United States publicly stand in solidarity with these students and their 
allies. In doing so, we recognize that this unrest is much more than a series of demonstrations—they 
are a part of a larger movement that hopes to bring to light the injustices that students of color 
experience within institutions of higher education. This is a movement that strives for a nation that 
upholds its constitutional pledge that all citizens be granted equal treatment before the law. It 
resonates with our Catholic tradition, which recognizes the inherent dignity and value of every 
human—naming specifically the human dignity of students of color. 
 
With that being said, the student body presidents of Jesuit colleges and universities in the United 
States: 

• Understand students have the right to demonstrate against racial injustices that too often 
impact the educational experience 

• Acknowledge racial inequalities exist within our own Jesuit institutions and more actions 
must be taken in this regard 

• Recognize standing in solidarity with people of diverse ethnic backgrounds by creating an 
environment that fosters open and respected dialogue is essential for the betterment of our 
institutions of higher education 

  
We, as a collective of Jesuit colleges and universities, have a duty to humanity. Our Jesuit education 
encourages individuals to think critically, reflect deeply on the realities of injustice, and fight 
tirelessly for a just world. As students of Jesuit institutions, we often hear phrases such as cura 
personalis (care for the whole person) and “men and women for and with others.” These phrases 
challenge us to orient our lives and education toward a greater good—a world free from oppression 
and marginalization. Thus, we have a moral obligation to challenge systems and policies that 
privilege few and oppress many. As Jesuit institutions, we are prepared to engage in conversations of 
race, microaggressions, representation, intersectionality, and the injustices that exist within flawed 
systems. Although many may never experience the severity of the racial discrimination that remains 
in our nation today, we all must realize institutions of higher education should be catalysts for social 
change. Regardless of our position on this earth, we have the obligation to stand for all of humanity’s 
rights and incorporate that into our personal ideals and backgrounds. Therefore, we commit to 
providing opportunities for dialogue to educate and advocate for change and action.  
 
With this statement, we encourage colleges and universities across the nation to stand in solidarity 
with those who strive for an end to racial injustice in the higher education system and gather 
complete information in regards to the specified topic. We call all institutions of higher education to 
stand together and take action in advocating for an end to racial inequality in its many manifestations. 
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