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Nike (NKE) is the world’s largest seller of athletic footwear and apparel in the world. Nike holds a large market share as they have estab-

lished themselves as the industry leader through their continued innovation and marketing techniques. Recent pressure from brands such as Adid-

as and Lululemon have caused Nike to bring new ideas and products to the market in order to stay ahead of their competition. Additionally global 

issues between the United States and China have caused recent volatility for the stock. The 52-week range for the stock has seen a low of $65.95 

and a high of $90.00. 
1 On April 18th the stock closed at a price of $89.20 per share.1 The Wall Street Journal currently has a price target for the 

stock at $92.34 per share.2   

On April 14th one of the biggest brand ambassadors for Nike, Tiger Woods, won the Masters after an eleven year drought between majors. 

The classic Nike “swoosh” was adorned throughout Tiger’s outfit allowing for people to realize the presence Nike has within the golf apparel indus-

try. There were several other top golfers during that weekend who were also sponsored by Nike giving investors confidence that Nike is truly a di-

versified company with many different segments allowing it to withstand struggles in certain areas while still growing in others. According to one 

investor Nike is a “lifetime stock” meaning the company is unique enough to continue to grow for decades upon decades.3 These comments gave 

investors confidence allowing Nike to soar to a new 52 week high during the week of April 19th.  

(Continued on next page) 
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Nike has typically been known as a company that is focused on the male, leaving a large segment of business untouched. Recently, the com-
pany has made a strong push to infiltrate this market by new branding techniques. Some of these techniques include mentorships through profes-
sional athletes to high school and middle school female athletes in hopes of keeping them motivated to continue to play sports. Additionally, by be-
coming the provider of WNBA uniforms as well as the uniform provider for several countries in this year's Women’s FIFA World Cup, Nike hopes 
to show women that they are invested in their gender. Lastly, in order to compete with Lululemon the company has began introducing new prod-
ucts specifically targeting the market that their competitor currently attracts. Investors will have the ability to see how these new strategies have 
affected the Nike’s market share as the company is set to report June 26.  

 

1 https://www.cnbc.com/quotes/?symbol=nke&qsearchterm=nke 

2 https://quotes.wsj.com/NKE/research-ratings 

3 https://www.cnbc.com/2019/04/16/nike-shares-surged-the-last-time-tiger-woods-won-the-masters.html 

4 TD Ameritrade Thinkorswim  

https://www.cnbc.com/quotes/?symbol=nke&qsearchterm=nke
https://quotes.wsj.com/NKE/research-ratings
https://www.cnbc.com/2019/04/16/nike-shares-surged-the-last-time-tiger-woods-won-the-masters.html
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Kinder Morgan, Inc. is an energy infrastructure company. It engages in the operation of pipelines and terminals that transport 

natural gas; gasoline; crude oil; carbon dioxide (CO2) and other products and stores petroleum products chemicals; and handles bulk 

materials like ethanol, coal, petroleum coke and steel. The firm operates through the following segments: Natural Gas Pipelines, CO2, 

Terminals, Product Pipelines and Kinder Morgan Canada. The company was founded by Richard D. Kinder and William V. Morgan on 

August 23, 2006 and is headquartered in Houston, TX.¹ 

In the past 3-month period starting February 19th , Kinder Morgan Inc saw a low of $17.05 and a high of $20.44.  The company 

has seen a rise in their stock price just like most other companies during this great run for the markets after a rough end to 2018.  KMI 

rose 13.6% during the 3-month period, beating the S&P 500 which rose 10.5% during the same period of time. ² 

Kinder Morgan Inc announced 1st quarter earnings of $0.25 per share, which was on par with analysts’ estimates of $0.25 per 

share. Revenue came in at $3.43B, lower than analysts’ estimates of $3.67B.  Kinder Morgan also announced a 25% increase in their 

dividend to $0.25 per share.  Kinder Morgan also announced that they plan to completely fund dividend payments and discretionary 
projects with internally generated cash flow rather than having to dip into equity markets.  ³  The stock initially dropped on the news, 

but than rebounded the following day.     (continued on next page) 



 

DISCLAIMER: All articles are written strictly for educational purposes, not for investment decisions. All forward-looking statements are simply opinion and not 

investment advice made by the author.  

Energy 

Kinder Morgan Inc. (KMI) (continued) 
Analyst: Luke Eisenhardt 
 
Note: All data presented, such as statistics and charts, were pulled through the TD Ameritrade Research Platform thinkorswim or Factset Research Systems  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Kinder Morgan has struggled to rebound back to its highs of $45 back in 2014 shortly before it lost its master limited part-

nership (MLP) status in late 2014.  This status allowed the company to return money to its owner’s without paying corporate taxes.  

In addition, the owners would be taxed at the capital gains tax rate, rather than income tax rate.  The company is now subject to the 

double taxation that all normally publicly traded companies are.  After falling on hard times the company cut its dividend by 74% 

and moved to a more fiscally responsible strategy.  ⁴ While the KMI share price has struggled to rebound, the company is in much 

better financial shape and is beginning to responsibly raise the dividend. 

 

¹ FactSet Research KMI 

² TD Ameritrade Think or Swim 

³ FactSet Research KMI Earnings Report 

⁴ https://www.thestreet.com/story/13394637/1/kinder-morgan-cut-its-dividend-will-other-energy-companies-follow.html  

https://www.thestreet.com/story/13394637/1/kinder-morgan-cut-its-dividend-will-other-energy-companies-follow.html
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JP Morgan Chase & Co is a leading global financial services firm and one of the largest banking institutions.  It has operations 

worldwide and is committed to offering the best financial packages to its clients.  

 For the quarter JP Morgan Chase has acquired 27.63 B in revenue, up 3.31%, and has added 9.18 B in net income, up 5.36% 

since last quarter. Their stock price closed at $113.74, which is up 0.14 or 0.12% from the opening bell.  

 JP Morgan is at a critical point within their fiscal year because they have recently undergone a change in organizational struc-

ture. CFO Marianne Lake will step down and become CEO of the consumer lending business. This new role will also include leading 

employees in the following areas: card services, home lending as well as auto finance. She will be replaced by Jennifer Piepszak. She 

has spent 25 years at JP Morgan and has held roles in the investment banking and community banking realm. This transition in organ-

izational leadership will begin May 1st. As per the graph seen above, there has been tremendous growth within the company through-

out 2019. In 2019, JP Morgan’s stock price has skyrocketed and I believe this growth will only continue. With a woman as knowledgea-

ble about all facets within the company, her leadership stance will be paramount to the longevity of JP Morgan’s success. While their 

stock price reached below $99.5 on March 25th, they have since rebounded to almost yearly highs. It would not surprise me if JP Mor-

gan were to reach their 52 week high of $119.24 in coming months. In summation, I believe the change in leadership is a positive re-

structuring that will allow for sustained success heading into the second quarter of 2019.    
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 Microsoft (MSFT) is the world’s largest computer software maker and currently holds a near monopoly in the desktop operating system sector as well as 

its Office productivity suite. Recent trade tension between the United States and China has caused some uncertainty for Microsoft’s competition, yet it has held 

strong throughout the recent months due to its strong diversification. The 52 week range for Microsoft stock has seen a low of $90.28 and a high of $124.00.1 On 

April 18th the stock closed at a price of 123.45 per share.1 According to the Wall Street Journal experts, Microsoft has a price target of $130.37 per share.2 

 As investors look ahead to April 24 as Microsoft’s earnings release date there are a few things that they are hopeful about that should push the stock even 

higher. The first thing that is giving investors confidence is the company’s ability for its cloud service known as Azure and its Office 365 to continue to grow and 

dominate the market. Cloud services have become a must within the world today and as many businesses are being hesitant to choose Amazon is has allowed Mi-

crosoft to become the second largest cloud provider in the world. Now that Microsoft has teamed up with many e-commerce companies, those who use Amazon or 

another platforms for their services might see the attractiveness of Azure, thus causing the switch to Microsoft sending the stock higher.  
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Looking ahead, there is news surrounding Microsoft that the company is looking to make a strong come back after a hiatus of rolling out new gaming 

products. It is expected that the company will be releasing new products in the coming months that look to build off the new company mantra that was intro-

duced several years go as “mobile first, cloud first”. Microsoft looks to introduce a system that allows users to play any game on any system through its cloud net-

work as long as there is a stable connection to the internet. This would revolutionize the industry and in turn give investors more confidence that Microsoft is a 

diversified company, thus pushing the stock to new heights.  

1 https://www.cnbc.com/quotes/?symbol=MSFT&qsearchterm=msft&tab=news 

 

2 https://quotes.wsj.com/MSFT/research-ratings 

 
3 TD Ameritrade Thinkorswim  

https://www.cnbc.com/quotes/?symbol=MSFT&qsearchterm=msft&tab=news
https://quotes.wsj.com/MSFT/research-ratings

